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Confronting a Covenant

l. Intro to Era of NIAX and NINnX: Why is this all necessary? An open question for
consideration-to be addressed in the future....

Il. The Covenant Between the Pieces
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After these events, the word of HaShem came to Avram in a vision. He said, “Fear not, Avram, |
am a shield to you; Your reward shall be very great.”
But Avram said, “O Lord GOD, what can You give me, seeing that | shall die childless, and the
one in charge of my household is Eliezer of Damascus!”
Avram said further, “Since You have granted me no offspring, my steward will be my heir.”
The word of HaShem came to him in reply, “That one shall not be your heir; none but your very
own issue shall be your heir.”
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He took him outside and said, “Look toward heaven and count the stars, if you are able to count
them.” And He added, “So shall your offspring be.”

And because he put his trust in HaShem, He reckoned it to his merit

Then He said to him, “I am HaShem who brought you out from Ur of the Chaldeans to assign
this land to you as a possession.”

And he said, “HaShem, God, how shall | know that | am to possess it?”

He answered, “Bring Me a three-year-old heifer, a three-year-old she-goat, a three-year-old
ram, a turtledove, and a young bird.”

He brought Him all these and cut them in two, placing each half opposite the other; but he did
not cut up the bird.

Birds of prey came down upon the carcasses, and Avram drove them away.

As the sun was about to set, a deep sleep fell upon Avram, and a great dark dread descended
upon him.

And He said to Avram, “Know well that your offspring shall be strangers in a land not theirs, and
they shall be enslaved and oppressed four hundred years;

And | will also execute judgment on the nation they shall serve, and in the end they shall go free
with great wealth.

As for you, you shall go to your fathers in peace; you shall be buried at a ripe old age.

And they shall return here in the fourth generation, for the iniquity of the Emorim wll not be
complete until then.”

When the sun set and it was very dark, there appeared a smoking oven, and a flaming torch
which passed between those pieces.

On that day HaShem made a covenant with Avram, saying, “To your offspring | assign this land,
from the river of Egypt to the great river, the river Euphrates:

the Kenim, the Kenizim the Kadmonim,

the Hitim, the Perizim,, the Rephaim,

the Emorim, the Canaanim, the Girgashim, and the Yevusim.”

[ll. Questions:

1. Why does Avraham accept HaShem’s promise concerning progeny, yet doubt HaShem’s
promise concerning the land?

2. In what way is HaShem’s response an answer to Avraham’s doubts? What reassurance is
being offered to the Patriarch?

3. What is the significance of the ritual?

4. What reason is given for the delay in the redemption of the Israelites?

5. Isn’t the prediction of a 400-hundred-year exile way off?

6. Why is it so important that the Israelites will go free with great wealth?
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7. If the events of the Covenant are pre-ordained and revealed-where is the free will of later
generations?

IV. Avraham’s Doubts
A. A Sin for the Ages?
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Shmuel maintains that Avraham is punished through the enslavement of his progeny because
he presumed to ask for confirmation of God’s ways by asking: “HaShem, God, how shall | know
that | am to possess it?”
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HaShem passed before him and proclaimed: “HaShem! HaShem! a God compassionate and
gracious, slow to anger, abounding in kindness and faithfulness,
extending kindness to the thousandth generation, forgiving iniquity, transgression, and sin; yet
He does not remit all punishment, but visits the iniquity of parents upon children and children’s
children, upon the third and fourth generations.”

TV:TD 719 D'AT

INNAI' INVNA W'R NIAX™7Y INNI'UR7 0221 D77V NIAX NN

Parents shall not be put to death for children, nor children be put to death for parents: a person
shall be put to death only for his own crime.
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How do we reconcile the text: “[God] visits the iniquity of parents upon children and children’s
children, upon the third and fourth generations.” with the text: “Parents shall not be put to
death for children, nor children be put to death for parents: a person shall be put to death only
for his own crime?”
The first text speaks of cases when a person’s progeny continues his evil ways; the second text
speaks of cases when a person’s progeny does not follow in his evil ways.
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B. Re-examining Avraham’s Question
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Rabbi Chiya the son of Chanina explained: Avraham did not ask as someone attacking, but his
guestion was “in what merit?” God responded: “In the merit of the sacrifices....”

Textual Support:
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V. HaShem’s Response: Options
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Rashi: On the level of pshat- the modality of a covenant
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Rashi: Quoting the Midrash, in line with the Talmud: In the merit of the Korbanot
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Recognizable and Redeemable
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VI: Computing the Return
A. A Powerful, Often Ignored Truth: The Value and Rights of Others
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And they shall return here in the fourth generation, for the iniquity of the Emorim wll not be
complete until then.

B. The Problem of 400 vs. 210 Years: The Options
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Rashi (channeling earlier sources): From the birth of Yitzchak

Rabbi Jacob Rabinowitz: The numbers 40 and 400 are used in the Torah to convey a “huge
entity,” such as an extensive block of time. [Last letter of alef-bet n has the numerical value of
400: similar to from a-z].

nTan
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The Holy One, Blessed Be He, computed the end [of enslavement]
The numerical value of yp = 190
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VIl. Free Will When the Future is Revealed
A. Acknowledging the Issue
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Predicted events are set in motion when Yosef is sent to seek the welfare of his brothers

B. Approaching the Issue
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Broad brushstrokes and variable details-Mashiach as a case in point
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